TRANSCRIPT OF ORIGINAL DEED OF CONVEYANCE OF FREEHOLD LAND IN THE PARISH OF ABBOTS LANGLEY FOR THE PURPOSES OF BUILDING A BAPTIST CHAPEL IN LEVERSTOCK GREEN.


DATED 23RD MARCH 1841.





N.B. The original of this document is held at the Angus Library, Regents Park College, Oxford, Accession No: 1993/4.  It is the property of Keith Goddard of  18, Bedmond Road, Leverstock Green, whose house is built on the site of the chapel, now demolished.





Essentially this Indenture assigns the Freehold of the land on which the Baptist chapel was to be built from John Field to the elders of the Baptist Church in Hemel Hempstead, with  Frederick Day acting as a holding Trustee for that freehold. It also, very interestingly, also lays down what today we would call the constitution or governing document of the “charity” or “trust” which was to control the new Baptist Chapel and its congregation.


								           Barbara Chapman 28.4.98





This Indenture  made the twenty third day of March One thousand eight hundred  and forty one Between John Field of Chambers Bury in the parish of Abbotts Langley and County of Hertford farmer of the first part William Smith  of Hemel Hempstead aforesaid  Gentleman of the second part  The Reverend Thomas Hopley  of Hemel Hempstead in the same County Dessenting Minister  John William Liddon of the same place Brewer  Robert Brice  of the same place Linen Draper,  John Evans  of the same place  Sailor  John Brundan of the same place Straw Plait Factor  John Battams of the same place Butcher   Joseph Hyde of the same place Shoemaker George Freeman  of the same place Grocer John Hiel  of the same place Tailor  Thomas Crawley   of the same place farmer  James Hawkins of the same place Grocer Thomas Cook of Noke Mill in the parish of Great Gaddesden in the said County of Hertford Miller  John George  of Cox Pond in the parish of Hemel Hempstead aforesaid Farmer and  John Orchard, Alfred Orchard, Thomas Orchard and Stephen Orchard  all of the Wells Farm in the parish of Abbotts Langley and the said County of Hertford Farmers of the third part and  Frederick Day of Hemel Hempstead aforesaid Gentleman of the fourth part  Witneseth that in consideration for the sum of Two pounds to him the said John Field in equal shares and proportions paid by the several persons parties hereto of the third part (the receipt whereof in full for the absolute purchase of the Freehold Hereditaments hereby appointed he doth hereby acknowledge) He the said John Field in pursuance and exercise of the power of authority to him for this purpose given limited or reserved in or by certain Indentures of Lease and Release bearing date on or about  the Twenty First and Twenty second days of December One Thousand  Eight Hundred and Twenty Eight and expressed to be made between John Field and James Field (therein respectively described) of the First Part  John Randall (there also described of the  second part the said John Field (party hereto) of the third part and Thomas Toovey (therein also described) of the fourth part and of every or any other power or authority in anyone enabling him in this behalf Doth by this present Deed or Instrument in writing by him the said John Field (party hereto) and in his occupation called Coopers Croft lying on the western side of the  high Road leading from Leverstock Green in the said parish of Hemel Hempstead to Bedmont and Abbotts Langley respectively and containing by admeasurement in front thereof next the said High Road and at the back thereof respectively forty feet little more or less and on the northern and southern sides thereof respectively sixty feet little more or less as the same piece or parcel of Freehold Land is now set out and divided from the remainder of the said field called Coopers Croft and is bounded on the east by the said High Road on the South and West respectively by other part of the of Coopers Croft aforesaid and on the north by a narrow slip of land part of Coopers Croft retained by the said John Field (party hereto) on which is a Hedge Fence dividing the piece or parcel of land hereby appointed from a lane called Carter’s Lane Together with the meeting House and Vestry Room now in the course of erection or about to be erected by the said parties hereto of the third part on the said piece or parcel of land hereby appointed Together with the rights members and appertenances to the said Hereditaments hereby appointed and every or any part thereof belonging or in anywise appertaining.  Shall henceforth stand limited go remain and be  To the use of all and every several persons partied hereto of the third part their heirs and  assigns for ever.  But nevertheless Upon Trust that they the said several persons parties hereto of the third part or the Survivors or survivor of them his heirs or assigns or other the Trustees or Trustee for the time being acting under or by virtue of these present do and shall from time to time and at all times hereafter permit the said Meeting House to be used and enjoyed as a place for the public religious Service and worship of God by the Society of Protestant Dissenters at Hemel Hempstead aforesaid belonging to the denomination called Baptists of which the said Thomas Hopley is the present Pastor or Minister and by such other persons as shall hereafter be united to the said Society  and attend the worship of God in the said meeting House.  And do and shall from time to time  and at all times hereafter permit the said Vestry Room to be used with and be appendant or appurtenant to the said Meeting House as a Vestry Room and occupied and enjoyed accordingly.  And do and shall from time to time and at all times hereafter permit such person of the denomination of Protestant Dissenters called Baptists  as the Major part of the members both Male and Female of the said Society (of which the said Thomas Hopley is the present Minister or pastor aforesaid)  present at a meeting to be held for that purpose as hereinafter is mentioned Then do and shall until another person shall he duly appoint Minister or Pastor of the same Society permit such person or persons of the denomination aforesaid to preach I the said Meeting House  and otherwise officiate according to such order and form as hereinafter mentioned as the Deacons and elders for the time being of the Said Society of which the said Thomas Hopely is the present Pastor  or minister or major part of them shall appoint in that behalf Provided always  and it is hereby declared and  agreed that when and so often as there shall be less than five acting Trustees of the said Trust premises the vacancies in the numbers of Trustees shall be supplied by the selection of so many additional male persons being Protestant Dissentors of the denomination of Baptists as will make up the number of seventeen Trustees of whom the Pastor or Minister and the Deacons and Elders � for the time  being of the said Society shall form part such selection to be made by the major part of the male members of the said Society (of which the said Thomas Hopely is the present Pastor or Minister aforesaid) present and qualified to vote  at any such general meeting as hereinafter is mentioned but nevertheless with the consent and approbation of the surviving or continuing Trustees or Trustee for the time being acting under or by virtue of these presents And that thereupon such Conveyances and assurances shall be executed at the expense of the said Trust estate or the Funds of the Congregation attending the said Meeting House and the Meeting House situate or near the yard adjoining the Rose and Crown Inn Hemel Hempstead aforesaid� belonging to the said Society as shall be deemed advisable for vesting the said Trust estate in the other acting Trustees or Trustee jointly of with such new or additional Trustees or in such new or additional Trustees solely  Provided also and it is hereby further declared and agreed that for any of the purposes hereinbefore mentioned  a general meeting of the members for the time being of the said Society (of which the said Thomas Hopely is the present Pastor or Minister as aforesaid) and Communicants therein shall be held at the said Meeting House situate in or near to the said yard adjoining the Rose & Crown Inn aforesaid when and so often as occasion shall require.   And that  of every such general meeting notice shall be given at the said last mentioned meeting during the time of Divine Service on the Sunday immediately preceding the day of the meeting.   And that no general meeting shall be held earlier than the Wednesday immediately before succeeding such Sunday.   And that at  every such general meeting held for any of the purposes hereinbefore mentioned every member for the time being of the said  society (of which the said Thomas Hopley is the present Pastor or Minister as aforesaid)  as well Females and nonsubscribers as others shall be entitled to vote.  And that  the Trustees or Trustee for the time being  acting by virtue of these presents and qualified to vote at any such general meeting as aforesaid shall notwithstanding their being such Trustees be at liberty to vote upon all questions agitated or described at the meeting.   And this Indenture also witnesseth that in consideration of the premises and ten shillings to the said William Smith paid by the said Frederick  Day immediately before the execution of these presents (the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged)  He the said William Smith by the direction of the said John Field (party hereto) and on the nomination of   the said several persons parties hereto of the third part (testified by their respective executions of these presents)   Doth  by these presents according to his interest in the premises but not further or otherwise assign unto the said Frederick Day his executors administrators and assigns      All  the said Hereditaments and premises herein before particularly described and appointed or otherwise assured  with the appertenances together with the rights numbers and appertenances  these to belonging    And all  the estate right title and interest of the said William � in and to the same and   To Have and to Hold  the said Hereditaments and premises hereby assigned with the appertenances unto the said Frederick Day his executors administrators and assigns from the day of the date of these presents in and  during all the respective  residues which are now to come and unexpired of two several terms of  One thousand years and Five hundred years created therein respectively with other Hereditaments and premises by certain Indentures bearing date respectively on or about the eleventh and twelfth days of April One thousand seven hundred and sixteen and sixth day of April One thousand seven hundred and thirty nine and assigned to the said William Smith  by a certain Indenture bearing date on or about the twenty second day of December One Thousand eight hundred and twenty eight and made between Samuel Simion and Nathaniel Saxon of the first part John Randall of the second part the said John Field (party hereto) of the third part and the said William Smith of the fourth part   In Trust nevertheless for the said several  persons parties he etc. of the third part their heirs and assigns and to assign and dispose of the same as they shall from time to time direct or require and in the meantime to attend the Freehold reversion and inheritance of the said premises hereby assigned and to protect the same from all mesne� incumbrances if any such there be  And the said John Field (party hereto) Doth hereby for himself his heirs executors and administrators Covenant with the said several persons parties hereto of the third part their heirs and assigns that he the said John Field (party hereto) his heirs and assigns will from time to time and at all times hereafter unless prevented by Fire or other enoratable�  accident at the request in writing and expense of the said several persons parties hereto of the third part or any or either of them or their or any or either of their heirs or assigns produce or cause to be produced unto them or any or either of their  or any or either of their heirs or assigns or their or his Counsel Solicitors Attorneys or Agents as often as occasion may require at all reasonable places and for all reasonable and necessary purposes the said in part recited Indentures of Lease and Release and  Assignment of the twenty-first and twenty second days of December One Thousand eight hundred and twenty eight and all other Deed or Documents  whatsoever bearing date previously to the date of the date of these presents relating to the Hereditaments and premises hereby appoint or otherwise assured or any part thereof which shall for the time being  be in the custody possession or power of the said John Field (party hereto) his heirs appointees or assigns underfaced and uninjured  And will at the like request and expense make and deliver or procure to be made and delivered to and for the said several persons parties hereto of the third part or any or either of them or their or any or either of their heirs or assigns or their or his Attorneys Solicitors or Agents true neat and plain and attested copies extracts and abstracts of and from the same Indentures Deeds or Documents respectively and permit such copies extracts or abstracts to be examined and compared with the original Indentures Deeds or Documents from which they are taken  In Witness whereof the said parties to these presents have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year first hereinbefore written.





John Field		John Evans	John Hiel			John Orchard


William Smith	John Brundon	Thomas Crawley		Alfred Orchard


Thomas Hopley	John Battams	James Hawkins		Thos Orchard


Mr Wm Liddon	Joseph Hyde	Thos Cook		   Stephen Orchard


Robert Brice	George Freeman	John George		Fred Day





								Transcribed by 


							       Barbara Chapman


								 1st May 1998





N.B. The two sheets were joined together in the normal manner, and sealed. Various notes were written on the outside of the complete folded document, and also in the margins of the body of the text.  For transcripts of these please see next page.





Various additions notes etc. made on above Indenture dated  23rd March 1841.





I Will try and use similar fonts to those used in the original in order to make plain how items were written at different times.





A) On the very front of the completely folded document is the following:





(Y) 7 May									M of Dyne





Dated 23 rd March   1841





Mr John Field                                        Conveyance (by  Appointment )of a  and      his    Trustee                                       piece of Freehold Land situate in the              to           				         parish of Abbotts Langley Hert s  In 


							Trust for a Society of Baptists  And


						     Assignment of the  respective residues


The  Rev d     Thomas Hopley			of the several terms of 1000 years and


and others and their Trustee				500 years to attend the Inheritance


_________ 


Inrolled in the Marys High Curt of Chancery the seventh day of May in the year of our Lord 1841 being 


first duly stamped according to the Statutes made for that purpose  





						1096 . 48/ 30�	D Dieus�	


	21 2 n 27	�



































										continued on next page


B) On the top third of the reverse of the document, immediately above the former transcript when unfolded is the following. However as the original stretches for the full width (about 2 ft.) of the vellum I will divide it into each third as defined by the folds.





Received  on the day of the date of the within written Indenture  of and from the  several Parties thereto of the  third part the sum of  Two pounds being the consideration Money within expressed to be paid by them to me................





									John Field





Witnesses


		Beling �Archer


		Mark Bisney





Signed sealed and delivered by the within named John Field in the presence of





		Beling Archer = Ivinghoe Bucks


		Mark Bisney = Builder Bedmont Herts.





Signed sealed and delivered  by the within named Thomas Hopley, Joseph Hyde George Freeman, John George, Thomas Orchard and Stephen Orchard in the presence of


			June Kenning Hemel Hempstead Hertfordshire. 





Signed sealed and delivered  by the within named John William Loddon John Orchard and Alfred Orchard in the presence of 


Robert Boughton Smith Clerk to Mr. Day Solicitor Hemel Hempstead Hertfordshire.





Signed sealed and delivered by the within named Robert Brice John Evans John Brundan John Battams John Heel Thomas Crawley James Hawkins and Thomas Cook in the presence of...


				John Robert Moillin Clerk to Mr.  Day


				Solicitor Hemel Hempstead Hertfordshire 





Signed sealed and delivered by the within  named William Smith in the presence of.


						W m Holls Abbotts Langley  Hertfordshire.


						J Rellodlins 


Signed sealed and delivered  by the within named Frederick Day in the presence of 


						


						W m Holls.


						J Rellodlins�








Pinned to the top left hand corner of the first page of the Indenture was a small envelope and a small piece of the top of a sheet of headed note paper as follows:


					  T ELEPHONE  NO 18


					  BRICE &  CO


					General Merchants


					 GUILDHALL ROAD      		NORTHAMPTON,


									     Feb 18  1889





					











Mr. S.C Orchard


      Luling


	  Caldwell Co


            Texas


		America












































The first sheet headed Indenture bore the official stamp bearing the word and date:





				HERTFORD 23.1.39





The second sheet headed  Deacons  bore the official stamp bearing the word and date:





				HERTFORD 23.1.40





The first sheet also had the following words written in the margin sideways:





“This Deed was acknowledged by John Field (the party hereto) to be his act and Deed


						Before me


						Fred. Day





						A Martin Extra r in Chancery 


�This was the start of the second page of the vellum document.�This is referring to the Inn in Hemel Hempstead proper NOT the pub of the same name a few yards further along the Bedmond Road from this new Meeting House.�It is interesting to note that members of the Smith family were associated with property in this immediate area from at least the early 18th Century. Various Jeremiah and William Smiths (of Chambersbury) are remembered in St. Lawrence's Church Abbots Langley, together with their children, in 1724,1725,1727 and 1728. Also in 1722 a Henry Smith, “customary tennant of the manor of Leverstock Green”  left his cottage to his daughter Mary having acquired its copyhold in 1687.  In 1784 a William Smith was the licensed gamekeeper to the manors of Chambersbury and Langleybury.�definition given in Shorter Oxford English Dictionary Third Edition: “ Mesne encumbrance: an encumbrance with  a right of priority intermediate between the dates of two other encumbrances”  i.e. Frederick Day was to protect the right of the trustees against any legal claims to the estate.�Taken from the same route meaning as enormity. In this case inferring that the accidents were unforeseen.�This was written in a blue ink and in a different hand to the rest.�This could have read D.Dew or D. Duw�This appears to be a date but makes no sense unless a reference to some kind of filing in 1927.�This may possibly read Bedig or Bedrig. The ink has faded, and comparing the two signatures, although written in the same hand they give a slightly different appearance.�After the last signature was the GR official (paper) stamp of the entwined initials with a crown.
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